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ONE) - EUROPEAN COMMISSIONERS PIEBALGS ANDL BARNIER ADVOCATE GREEN GROWTH
AND ECONOMIC INTEGRATION IN AFRICA

In the context of the joint EU-Africa Strategic partnership, Andris Piebalgs, European Commissioner for
Development, and Michel Barnier Commissioner for Internal Market and Services, will attend the annual
joint meeting of the Ministers of Finance and Economy of the African Union and of the UN Economic
Commission for Africa on 28th and 29th March in Addis Ababa (Ethiopia). The core topic of the meeting will
be about "Governing Development in Africa", including discussions on the role of the State, long term
prospects for sustainable development through economic integration and green growth. The
Commissioners will confirm EU readiness to support Africa's endeavours towards good governance of the
economy at national and regional level, a fairly redistributed and environmentally-friendly growth, and a
common agenda in the global economic governance. Commissioners will also meet with Jean Ping,
President of the African Union, to discuss notably recent developments in North Africa and in lvory Coast,
as well as to prepare the future of EU-African relations. They will also meet with African Union
Commissioner Ramtane Lamamra to discuss peace and security issues, notably in Somalia and Ivory

Commissioner Piebalgs will address the panel on Green Economy and Global Sustainability at the joint AU
Conference of Ministers of Economy and Finance and UN Economic Commission for Africa. He will
highlight the EU's ongoing commitment to encouraging sustainable management of areas like forestry,
extraction, renewable energy and water. Discussions will focus on the EU's support for sustainable and
inclusive growth. He will also underline the role of democratic values in the sustainable economic
development of countries.

Green growth will be one of the major themes at the 2012 Rio Conference on Sustainable Development.
The outcomes of the Annual Ministerial Conference will provide a basis for concerted action between the
EU and Africa at both national and regional levels. The subsequent ministerial statement and outcomes of
the Conference will help inform the AU Assembly of Heads of State and Government in July.

Michel Barnier will share EU experience on regional integration in the course of a High Level Panel
Discussion on the theme of "Governing Development in Africa" and in a series of bilateral meetings with
senior African representatives. He will also highlight the importance of transparency of companies active in
Africa and of the financial markets, notably in commodities. Following a joint workshop of the EU
Commission and the African Union Commission on the Internal Market held at the end of February this
year, Commissioner Barnier will propose a series of follow-up actions for future cooperation in this field.
Examples include staff exchanges and seminars for the AUC on a range of policies such as technical
standardization, public procurement, financial services, money laundering, and the enforcement of
intellectual property rights.

Following up on its recent Green Paper, the European Union is currently undertaking a global review of its
development policy, putting a stronger emphasis on promoting an enabling environment for inclusive
growth, private sector investment and job creation, including through innovative means of financing.

TWO) — DIPLOMATS MOURN "DEATH" OF SO-CALLED 'EU DEFENCE POLICY"

The European Union has been toying with the idea of creating a common defence policy for at least a
decade. Diplomats say that the Libyan crisis has put an end to that illusion. Common Foreign and Security
Paolicy (CFSP) "shall cover all areas of foreign policy and all questions relating to the Union's security,
including the progressive framing of a common defence policy that might lead to a common defence," the
EU states in the Lisbon Treaty. But when it came to launching military action against Libyan leader Moamer
Gaddafi -nobody turned towards the CFSP mechanism. France -once an ardent supporter of the EU
developing its own capabilities to counterbalance NATO's supremacy over European defence- embarked
on an ad-hoc international coalition with Britain and the United States. NATO -while torn over whether it
should take control of the no- fly zone operation- took five days to apply another plank of the UN-authorized
action against Gaddafi -policing an arms embargo with naval patrols in the Mediterranean. "We could have
done that, but the truth is that if we tried we would have taken three months, not three days, to approve an
operational plan,” an EU diplomat told the German Press Agency dpa. EU foreign ministers were due to
consider the option on Monday, but approved a far more low-key role for the CFSP -planning to coordinate
European military planes and ships getting in and out of Libya to evacuate people and deliver aid. Speaking
to EU deputies on Wednesday, EU foreign policy chief Catherine Ashton said there was "unanimity of
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views... on the essential nature of our humanitarian support” -effectively ruling out other types of CFSP
engagement. A diplomat who took part in Monday's talks told dpa that a military role for the EU was hardly
contemplated -as ministers' discussions focused on the brewing row at NATO over its role in the war effort.
"The CFSP died in Libya -we just have to pick a sand dune under which we can bury it," the source
quipped. "For anyone who is a committed European, Monday was a very painful day," another EU diplomat
said. CFSP WORKS ITS WAY UP FROM NOTHING TO IRRELEVANCE Asked whether Germany's point
blank refusal to countenance military action against Gaddafi, as opposed to France and Britain's leadership
of the no-fly zone coalition, had made forging an EU policy more "difficult”, the same source replied: "We
have no difficulty in taking a stance, because we have no stance at all to take." In a remarkably frank
outburst, Ashton told EU deputies that steering the EU's foreign and security policy is "flying an airplane
while we are still building the wings and somebody is trying to take the tailfin off at the same time." In a
commentary for the Friends of Europe think tank, Giles Merrit pointed a finger at Ashton, warning that EU
diplomacy "risks becoming irrelevant, thus robbing Europe of its global voice" as long as its boss "remains
a low-profile operator.” Ashton was a relative foreign policy novice when she was appointed in November
2009, with her previous international experience consisting chiefly of having been EU trade commissioner
for the previous 13 months. One EU diplomat suggested, maliciously, that she was chosen to reassure her
home country Britain, which had the strongest reservations about strengthening Europe's foreign and
defence policy. "The appointment of Ashton was the last poisoned chalice the Brits served us over the
Lisbon Treaty," the source said, referring to the landmark EU treaty which created Ashton's office. (dpa)

THREE) — ABIDJAN INHABITANTS QUIT CITY IN FEAR OF COMBATS

Le marché tout proche, d'ordinaire grouillant, est I'ombre de lui-méme mais la plus grande gare routiére
d'Abidjan ne désemplit pas. La peur au ventre, on s'y presse pour quitter la ville car, lache un homme dans la
foule, "si ce n'est pas la guerre, ¢a y ressemble". A la gare d'Adjamé, dans le nord de la métropole ivoirienne,
Odile Kouakou veut aussi monter dans un car et partir. "Je n'aime pas les bruits", dit a 'AFP cette jeune
maman d'un air las. Assise par terre, elle s'appuie sur la montagne de sacs, de valises et de baluchons
gu'elle, ses enfants et sa mére emportent. Les "bruits", ce sont ceux des kalachnikovs, des roquettes ou des
obus devenus en un mois quasi-quotidiens dans la capitale économique, alors que s'envenime la crise post-
électorale entre le chef d'Etat sortant Laurent Gbagbo et Alassane Ouattara, président reconnu par la
communauté internationale. OVER 500,000 REFUGEES Selon I'ONU, plus de 500.000 personnes ont déja
fui leur maison dont une grande part a Abidjan ou les scenes d'exode le long des routes sont a présent
presque banales. Du matin au soir, depuis plusieurs jours et malgré I'augmentation subite des tarifs, les
Abidjanais se ruent par milliers vers la gare routiére d'Adjamé, ou les autocars les conduisent vers le centre
du pays: la capitale politique Yamoussoukro et Bouaké, fief de I'ex-rébellion pro-Ouattara qui contréle la moitié
nord depuis 2002. "Je m'en vais au village, a Sakassou", en zone nord, précise Odile, les traits tirés. "Ca fait
trois jours" que cette commercante attend de pouvoir quitter Abidjan, une ville que les Ivoiriens et I'Afrique de
I'Ouest regardent depuis toujours comme un eldorado et que beaucoup ne songent plus désormais qu'a fuir.
"On a peur d'Abidjan maintenant. Les gens tuent", confie Fatoumata, qui renvoie ses enfants au Mali, via
Bouaké. "Ma soeur a été tuée par une balle perdue. On est fatigués!", lance-t-elle, presque en criant. Certains
parlent confusément de tueries, des "tirs", mais d'autres accusent les forces de l'ordre fidéles au régime ou
ses partisans. Vigile depuis peu au chdmage a cause de "la situation" du pays, Albert a pris peur quand
Charles Blé Goudé, leader des "jeunes patriotes" pro-Gbagbo, a appelé le week-end dernier la jeunesse a
s'enrdler dans I'armée pour chasser les "bandits", alors que des insurgés pro-Ouattara menacent le pouvoir a
coup d'embuscades et d'attaques a Abidjan. Et méme si pour I'heure, aucun de ces jeunes ne s'est vu
remettre d'arme, c'en est assez pour le sexagénaire: "je cherche a évacuer ma femme, mes enfants et mes
soeurs". Pour Salimata, employée de maison burkinabé, la vie est restée normale pendant quelques
semaines dans son secteur des "220 logements", & Adjamé. Mais peu a peu des parents venus des quartiers
de Yopougon (ouest) et d'Abobo (nord), au cceur de la bataille, "ont couru” se réfugier dans la concession
familiale, dit-elle. Puis aux "220" aussi il y a eu finalement "trop de tirs". "Tous les voisins sont partis”, raconte-
t-elle avant de faire monter sa mere et une vingtaine de membres de sa famille dans un mini-car loué pour
une fortune (450.000 FCFA, plus de 600 euros), vu ses maigres revenus. Direction: Bouaké, puis le Burkina.
Mais pendant que des Abidjanais favorisés s'envolent pour le Togo, le Ghana ou I'Europe, les moins
chanceux n'ont pas trouve le moyen de partir ou n'ont pas de point de chute. Kassoum est I'un d'eux. Il traine
sa silhouette massive entre les femmes et les gamins qui attendent sous le soleil a la gare routiére. "Je ne
peux pas m'échapper. Je n'ai pas de solution". (AFP)



FOUR) - FRANCE DISMISSES CALLS FOR LIBYA-LIKE INTERVENTION IN OIL-LESS IVORY COAST

La France ne peut pas "tout faire partout”, a déclaré mercredi le chef de la diplomatie Alain Juppé, en
appelant I'ONU a prendre ses responsabilités en Coéte d'lvoire ol des femmes ont été réecemment tuées lors
d'une marche pacifique. "Nous ne pouvons pas tout faire partout”, a-t-il dit au cours d'une conférence de
presse, alors qu'il était interrogé sur la différence de traitement réservé par la France a la Libye et a la Cote
d'lvoire. "Il y a en Afriqgue une organisation qui s'appelle I'Union africaine. Il y a a Abidjan une force qui
s'appelle I'Onuci, Organisation des Nations unies pour la Cote d'lvoire (...). Ce n'est pas a la France d'aller sur
le terrain”, a-t-il insisté. "Je vais a nhouveau appeler les Nations unies a jouer leur réle. La Force de I'Onuci est
sous chapitre 7 (de la charte de 'ONU), elle peut utiliser la force, elle peut s'interposer entre les combattants”,
a-t-il fait valoir, en rappelant que la majorité de la communauté internationale soutient le président élu
Alassane Ouattara contre le chef d'Etat sortant Laurent Gbagbo qui refuse d'abandonner ses fonctions. "A
chacun de prendre ses responsabilités”, a-t-il lancé. "Nous souhaitons que les Nations unies et I'Union
africaine prennent leurs responsabilités, ce n'est pas a I'ancienne puissance coloniale d'aller s'interposer entre
les combattants”. Interrogé aussi sur le Yemen, ou il a jugé le départ du président Ali Abdallah Saleh
incontournable, et le Bahrein ou le ministére francgais des Affaires étrangéres est beaucoup plus discret, Alain
Juppé a assuré que la France condamnait "partout I'usage de la violence", appelait "partout au dialogue, au
respect des aspirations populaires et a une transition démocratique". "Ce qui ne veut pas dire que nous allons
monter dans chacun de ces pays la méme opération qu'en Libye" ou existait une "urgence humanitaire", a-t-il
dit. Le ministre a enfin relevé que, dans le monde, peu de pays étaient en mesure de monter une opération
comme celle menée aussi rapidement en Libye. Il y a "les Etats-Unis, la France et la Grande-Bretagne", a-t-il
relevé. (AFP)

FIVE) - GBAGBO MILITIAS LOOT UNHCR WHAREHOUSE

Un entrep6t du Haut commissariat de 'ONU pour les réfugiés (HCR) a été "pillé" par "un groupe de miliciens"
a Guiglo, ville contrdlée par les militaires fidéles au président ivoirien sortant Laurent Gbagbo et située dans
l'ouest de la Céte d'lvoire, a indiqué jeudi 'ONU. "A Guiglo, il y a eu beaucoup de violences, beaucoup de
confusion. Il y a eu des attaques et des pillages contre une agence des Nations unies. On a pillé I'entrepét du
HCR", a indiqué le porte-parole de la mission de 'ONU en Céte d'lvoire (Onuci) Hamadoun Touré, lors d'un
point de presse. "La situation est encore confuse, hous sommes en train d'évaluer les dégats", a-t-il ajouté. Il
a indiqué a I'AFP que les auteurs de ces exactions qui ont eu lieu mercredi vers 22H00 (locales et GMT),
faisaient partie d"'un groupe de miliciens", sans davantage de précisions. (AFP)

SIX) — IVORY COAST NEIGHBOURS URGE TOUGHER UN STANCE

Ivory Coast's neighbours urged the United Nations on Thursday to toughen the mandate of its 12,000
peacekeepers there and apply harsh sanctions on the inner circle of incumbent leader Laurent Gbagbo. The
move added to pressure on the world body to do more to end a violent post-election stand-off in the top cocoa
producer that has already claimed hundreds of lives and is veering toward all-out civil war. France earlier
urged a tougher U.N. role. Gbagbo claimed victory in a disputed November election despite U.N.-certified
results showing that he lost to his rival Alassane Ouattara. Gbagbo says those results were rigged. Yet African
states, the United States and the European Union have all recognized Ouattara as winner and the ECOWAS
regional bloc has repeatedly said force may be needed to remove Gbagbo. "(ECOWAS) requests the U.N.
Security Council to strengthen the mandate of the U.N. operation in Ivory Coast enabling the mission to use all
necessary means to protect life and property and to facilitate the immediate transfer of power to Mr. Alassane
Ouattara," a communiqué issued after a summit said. "(It) also requests the U.N. Security Council to adopt
more stringent international targeted sanctions against Mr. Laurent Gbagbo and his associates," said the
statement after talks in the Nigerian capital Abuja. It did not spell out what moves it expected but U.N.
measures typically include assets freezes and travel bans. Gbagbo and his senior officials are subject to a
range of EU and U.S. sanctions aimed at cutting off his access to funds. The U.N. Security Council was due to
meet on Friday to discuss Ivory Coast and possible sanctions against Gbagbo. They echoed earlier calls by
ex-colonial ruler France, which has troops in the country but has ruled out intervening itself. "I think it (the U.N.
mission) should ... play its role more efficiently because it has a mandate that allows it to use force," Foreign
Minister Alain Juppe told France 2 television. (Reuters)



SEVEN) — FRANCE HAS SOLUTION: BANNING HEAVY WEAPONS IN ABIDJAN

La France entend déposer une résolution au Conseil de sécurité de I'ONU visant a interdire |'utilisation des
armes lourdes au moins a Abidjan, a indiqué vendredi son président Nicolas Sarkozy. "C'est un scandale
gu'on tire a I'arme lourde a Abidjan", a-t-il déclaré a la presse a l'issue d'un sommet des dirigeants des pays
de I'UE a Bruxelles. "Il faut au minimum déclarer qu'Abidjan soit interdite aux armes lourdes", a-t-il ajouté. Le
président sortant Laurent Gbagbo refuse depuis le scrutin du 28 décembre 2010 de céder la place au
président internationalement reconnu Alassane Ouattara, suscitant une tension croissante dans le pays et la
crainte d'une nouvelle guerre civile. Jusqu'a un million de personnes pourraient étre déplacées en Cote
d'lvoire dont une majeure partie ayant fui la capitale Abidjan en raison des violences et par crainte d'une
guerre civile, a estimé vendredi le Haut commissariat de I'ONU pour les réfugiés (HCR). (AFP)

EIGHT) - MOROCCAN DEMOCRATS BLAST FRENCH SUPPORT FOR THE KING

Les soutiens en France du mouvement du 20 février au Maroc, qui manifeste pour des réformes
démocratiques, ont critiqué mercredi le ministre des Affaires étrangeres Alain Juppé qui a jugé "visionnaire" le
discours de Mohamed VI sur une révision constitutionnelle. "La diplomatie frangaise est en train de faire avec
le peuple marocain la méme erreur qu'avec le peuple tunisien. Il n'y a pas d'exception marocaine", a estimé
Ayad Ahram, secrétaire général de l'association de défense des droits de I'homme (ASDHOM) lors d'un point
de presse "du comité de suivi du 20 février". Le 9 mars, le souverain chérifien a prononcé un discours dans
lequel il annongait une 'révision constitutionnelle' qui sera soumise a referendum et prévoit la séparation des
pouvoirs et un renforcement des pouvoirs du Premier ministre ainsi que du Parlement. Le discours royal est
intervenu peu aprés des manifestations qui avaient vu des dizaines de milliers de personnes descendre dans
les rues du pays le 20 février, répondant a un appel lancé sur Facebook par de jeunes Marocains eux-mémes
inspirés par I'exemple des Printemps arabes. Mais les organisateurs du mouvement du 20 février, qui
réclament plus de justice sociale et une évolution vers une monarchie parlementaire, sont sceptiques sur la
volonté de changement du roi et entendent poursuivre la mobilisation. Pour Ayad Ahram, les annonces du roi
sont "de la poudre aux yeux vendue a I'étranger". "Il faut que la Constitution émane des forces représentatives
du peuple et non pas de celui qui y a intérét. On rejette le fait du prince, nous ne voulons pas d'une
Constitution octroyée", a renchéri Mohamed Moubarak, ancien exilé politique. Le président de la Commission
de révision, le constitutionnaliste Abdeltif Menouni, nommé par le roi, doit mener des consultations avec les
partis politiques, des syndicats et des ONG. (AFP)

NINE) — MOROCCAN JOURNALISTS POLITELY CRY FOR FREEDOM

Des centaines de journalistes se sont rassemblés vendredi a Rabat et Casablanca, au Maroc, devant les deux
chaines publiques pour revendiquer une télévision indépendante et I'amélioration de leur condition de travail,
dans un pays ou les médias de I'Etat sont contrdlés par les autorités. "Nous voulons plus de diversité",
"Cessez la marginalisation des compétences", "Le peuple veut une chaine nationale", scandaient les
journalistes devant les sieges des deux télévisions publiques, 2M a Casablanca et la Radio télévision
marocaine (RTM) a Rabat. "Il y a un cumul de plusieurs années de médiocrité & cause notamment du manque
de professionnalisme", a déclaré a 'AFP Abdessamad Bencherif, journaliste a la deuxieme chaine publique a
Casablanca. "Les programmes de notre chaine ne reflétent pas la diversité politique, soiologique et culturelle
du Maroc. Il n'y a aucun mécanisme de sanction et de contrdle de la direction”, a-t-il ajouté. Mardi, une
centaine de personnes, pour la plupart des journalistes de I'agence marocaine MAP, se sont également
rassemblées a Rabat pour revendiquer "l'indépendance éditoriale" et I'amélioration de leurs conditions de
travail, une premiere depuis la création de cette agence. Fondée en 1959, I'agence marocaine MAP (Maghreb
Arabe Press) est souvent critiquée pour sa proximité vis-vis du pouvoir officiel, aussi bien par la presse
marocaine que par des ONG. Selon le secrétaire général du Syndicat de la presse marocaine (SNPM),
Younés Moujahid, "le contribuable finance ces médias publics mais ces derniers sont au service du pouvoir
officiel". Des milliers de Marocains ont manifesté dimanche, dans plusieurs villes, pour réclamer davantage de
démocratie et moins de corruption, quelques jours aprés I'annonce par Mohammed VI de profondes réformes
politiques. (AFP)



TEN) — FRANCE SENDS STERN WARNING TO ALL ARAB 'DICTATORS'

Aprés son engagement militaire en Libye, la France a mis en garde jeudi tous les régimes arabes, y compris
I'Arabie Saoudite et la Syrie, sur leur obligation, sauf & se démettre, de conduire des réformes pour répondre a
la revendication de liberté de leurs peuples. Citant le Yémen, la Syrie, Bahrein et I'Arabie Saoudite, le chef de
la diplomatie francaise, Alain Juppé, lors d'une rencontre avec des journalistes, a estimé que le mouvement
de révoltes arabes s'imposera a terme partout. "Je pense que ce mouvement (sera) irrépressible. Il y aura
sans doute des dictatures qui essayeront de se maintenir, elles ne résisteront pas sur la durée. Ce
mouvement s'imposera partout avec le temps, et j'espére avec le moins de temps possible", a-t-il déclaré.
"Partout, I'aspiration des peuples a la liberté et a la démocratie doit étre respectée, partout la violence doit étre
bannie. Nous condamnons |'utilisation de cette violence et nous appelons au dialogue ou que ce soit, a
Bahrein, au Yémen, en Syrie, je ne vais pas faire la liste des pays dans lesquels cette vague de liberté se
souléve. C'est une chance formidable, c'est un événement majeur et historique, il ne faut pas en avoir peur",
a-t-il estimé. Depuis plusieurs jours, la France critique de maniére trés virulente la Syrie, appelée "renoncer a
tout usage excessif de la force" et a engager "sans tarder" des réformes politiques. Interrogé pour savoir si
I'exemple de la Libye avait valeur d'avertissement pour d'autres dictateurs dans le monde, Alain Juppé a
répondu par I'affirmative: "Ce sera un signal". "Le métier de dictateur est désormais devenu un métier a hauts
risques”, a-t-il répété, en référence a la possibilité désormais ouverte de saisir la Cour pénale internationale
(CPI). Interrogé sur I'Arabie Saoudite, Alain Juppé a répondu que son analyse s'appliquait "a tous les pays de
la région" du Moyen-Orient. "Il faudra bien que tous les pays se rendent comptent qu'aujourd'hui les
aspirations populaires doivent étre prises en compte. C'est une région trés difficile, il faut aussi tenir compte
des spécificités de chaque pays, des problémes de communautés, la relation entre sunnites et chiites est un
élément fondamental", a-t-il dit. Dans ce pays, le roi Abdallah, 86 ans, a décidé d'un programme d'aides
sociales sans précédent, incluant des dépenses de prés de 100 milliards de dollars qui viennent s'ajouter a 36
milliards déja annoncés en février. Mais plusieurs représentants de la société civile ont considéré que le riche
royaume pétrolier devait s'engager vers I'élection d'un Parlement, I'octroi de libertés publiques et une
indépendance de la justice. "On dit toujours que c'est le pétrole qui commande tout. Ce n'est pas vrai, cette
idée simpliste qu'on fait tout ¢a pour le pétrole”, a enfin assuré le ministre francgais des Affaires étrangeres.
"Pour avoir du pétrole régulier et bon marché, le mieux aurait été de ne rien changer en Libye. Ce n'est pas le
pétrole qui nous pousse dans tout cela. A Bahrein ce n'est pas le pétrole qui est en jeu, c'est la relation entre
sunnites et chiites", a-t-il fait valoir. (AFP)

ELEVEN) - NGOs URGE INVESTIGATION OF EIB LOANS TO NORTH AFRICAN DICTATORIAL REGIMES

A loose coalition of advocacy groups is urging shareholders of two European Union-backed banks to halt
plans to expand lending in North Africa as too little attention has been paid to the democratic credentials of
recipient countries. Non-governmental organisations (NGOs), including EU-funded CEE Bankwatch Network,
issued a joint statement on Tuesday calling for an investigation into whether lending by the European
Investment Bank (EIB) has resulted in illicit gains by families linked to North African rulers. The EU's lending
arm is expected to step up investments in the region in the coming years to accelerate political transition in
countries such as Egypt and Tunisia where popular revolts have toppled decades-long rulers. Activists,
however, say such plans should be put on hold. "The EIB has not so far produced any evidence that its loans
have actually benefited local populations and not corrupted leaders and businessmen even in more stable
political circumstances,” the NGOs said. The EIB has invested in North Africa since 1979 but civil society
activists say the lender concentrated too much of its investments on the energy sector. Between 2006 and
2010, the energy sector accounted for about 93 percent of the 1.85 billion euros lent by the EIB to Egypt and
46 percent of lending to Tunisia. "Looking at these figures, it is not clear whether and how the EIB has avoided
contributing to the concentration of wealth among political elites in these countries," the activists said. "On the
contrary it has helped to increase sectoral economic concentration and partly to secure energy to Europe."
EIB spokesman Nick Antonovics said the bank has reviewed its portfolio of North African investments for links
to repressive regimes targeted by EU sanctions but its review has not uncovered any misuse of its funds so
far. "Yes, we've invested a lot in the energy sector but that's not oil for Europe but rather for local energy
needs..We're not financing oil fields here but power projects,” he said. AGAINST ALLOWING EBRD TO
OPERATE IN EGYPT The civil activists also oppose a proposal that would see the European Bank for
Reconstruction and Development (EBRD) extend its traditional eastern European lending remit to Egypt.
Activists say the London-based development lender has yet to demonstrate how its investments can reduce
poverty and advance gender equality. The European Commission hopes to persuade the EBRD's other
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shareholders, which include Japan and the United States, to include Egypt in the lender's countries of
operation, currently numbering 29. "When discussing the bank's possible role in North Africa, it would
be...relevant to consider the EBRD's experience and contribution in still authoritarian states in the Caucasus
and Central Asia," said the NGOs. "The economic reforms and liberalisation supported by the EBRD in
resource-rich countries, such as Azerbaijan, has translated in unsustainable dependence on commaodities
exports, but not in improved democracy, transparency and pluralism," the activists said. EBRD spokesman
Tony Williams said the bank remains committed to furthering democracy in its countries of operations. "The
bank calibrates its investments in countries where democracy is limited, restricting our financing very much to
private sector through small micro-lending enterprises. This is a reflection of our commitment to democracy,"
he said. (Reuters)

TWELVE) — GAPS STILL WIDE IN WTO DOHA ROUND TALKS, SAYS U.S.

Countries remain far from a deal in long-running global trade talks that world leaders have urged negotiators to
complete this year, U.S. trade officials said on Thursday. "We share with other members a significant concern
that the Doha negotiations have not made the progress we had all hoped they would achieve by now," Michael
Punke, the U.S. ambassador to the World Trade Organization, said in a statement. "The fact is that the gaps
among members remain wide. The United States is fully committed to working hard in coming weeks to find
productive ways forward," Punke said after a meeting of 11 key WTO member countries. The downbeat
assessment follows warnings from WTO Director General Pascal Lamy that countries must pick up the pace of
negotiations to reach a deal by Dec. 31. The Doha Round of world trade talks was launched in 2001 with the
goal of helping poor countries prosper through trade. Since the start, it has been plagued by disagreements
over how much the United States and the EU should cut farm subsidies and tariffs -- and how much major
developing countries should open their markets in exchange. Although deep differences over those trade-offs
remain, substantial progress has been made in other areas of the talks. Lamy has estimated that 80 percent of
the final deal is already on the table. However, U.S. farm and business groups argue that how issues in the
remaining 20 percent are decided will determine whether they can support it. (Reuters)

THIRTEEN) - HAS MOCAMBIQUE BECOME A NARCO-STATE?

Mozambicans see Mohamed Bachir Suleman's glitzy shopping mall as a symbol of a modern future for their
impoverished country. Suleman throws Christmas parties for the poor and gives liberally to the long-ruling
party. He's so well known that most Mozambicans just call him MBS. But Washington calls him a drug lord,
abetted by "endemic corruption” in this country that risks becoming Africa's newest narco-state. Last June,
President Barack Obama put Suleman on a list of specially designated narcotics traffickers and barred
Americans from doing business with him. Nine months later, the business tycoon has not been arrested and
lives in luxury, although authorities insist they're investigating. Suleman, who lives down the street from the
president in a mansion boasting a huge chandelier in a glass-walled entryway, is believed to have given
millions of dollars over the years to the ruling FRELIMO party, which has won every election since the nation's
first multiparty vote in 1994. These donations raise questions about whether Suleman is using drug money to
buy the support of powerful protectors who will allow Mozambique to become Africa's next narco-state, like
countries in West Africa that became transhipment points for Colombian cocaine bound for Europe. This
nation located along the Indian Ocean in southeast Africa has already become a drug transhipment point, with
smugglers taking advantage of its long borders and "endemic corruption,” the U.S. State Department said in
an annual report released this month. The United States believes heroin and other drugs, mostly from south
Asia where Suleman's family originally hailed from, are being sent to Europe and South Africa through
Mozambique. Despite all this activity, the State Department notes that: "Mozambique has yet to convict any
major drug traffickers in the courts." Mozambicans may have been shocked to see one of their leading citizens
listed by Washington as a drug trafficker but there's a certain admiration for anyone who has managed to
make it, by whatever means, in one of the world's least developed countries. Soon after the U.S. listed
Suleman as a kingpin in June, he called reporters to his office to deny the allegations. State TV broadcast his
news conference and another statement he made shortly afterward from his home in which women relatives
could be seen in the background, sobbing behind their veils. The appearances are YouTube favorites among
Mozambicans. Suleman, at times tearful, declares death would have been preferable to such public
humiliation. He laments that his son was forced to leave the American International School of Mozambique
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because of the blacklisting. Suleman declined a request from The Associated Press to be interviewed, saying
through intermediaries that his doctor has advised him to rest due to an undisclosed illness. U.S. Embassy
spokesman Tobias Bradford said individuals are blacklisted only after lengthy investigations and reviews, and
that no central figure has been removed because of error in the decade the Foreign Narcotics Kingpin Act has
been in existence. The U.S. has not elaborated publicly on evidence against Suleman. Adam Szubin, director
of the U.S. Treasury's Office of Foreign Assets Control, said when Suleman was blacklisted last June that he
is "a large-scale narcaotics trafficker in Mozambique, and his network contributes to the growing trend of
narcotics trafficking and related money laundering across southern Africa." As for Suleman's complaints that
his son had to leave school, Bradford said that American businesses are barred from taking "unclean money"
under the Foreign Narcotics Kingpin Act. GENEROUS TRAFFICKER Suleman is celebrated for his generosity
in Mozambique. He gives to the poor at Christmas and paid for renovations at a downtown mosque. He also
presents gifts to opinion makers in this former Portuguese colony. Milton Machel said that when he was an
editor at a Mozambican newspaper in 2005, he was surprised to receive at Christmas a DVD player from
Suleman, whom he did not know. Machel said senior editors persuaded him to look on the DVD player as one
would a card or calendar from a lesser businessman. Machel wonders about the relationships Suleman has
forged with other journalists through such gifts. Some Mozambican newspapers have defended Suleman,
angrily questioning U.S. motives. Machel kept the DVD player. He is now a researcher for Mozambique's
Center for Public Integrity, an independent anti-corruption watchdog group, and says that today, he won't shop
at Suleman's mall. "You can choose to not be an accomplice," Machel said. "If people stop buying things, it's a
way of putting pressure on the government to come and show he's not a drugs dealer. They have to show us."
But the Maputo Shopping Centre is proving to be a star attraction in Maputo. President Armando Guebuza
even presided over the ribbon cutting in 2007. During a typical weekend, luxury cars ease into the narrow
parking lot of Suleman's mall. Escalators connecting its six marble floors are such a novelty that giggling
preteen girls dare each other to step on. Shops specialize in Polo and Armani - and FRELIMO caps and
scarves. Suleman has been quoted by local media as saying he was able to build the mall, at a cost estimated
at $32 million, thanks "to the strength of Allah and of my family.” While most Mozambicans remain poor, some
have benefited from a boom in real estate, tourism and other industries. The extent to which drug trafficking
has contributed to this newfound wealth remains a question mark. Back in 2005, when he was used to
receiving glowing press, Suleman told Toronto's Globe and Mail: "I'm trying to be an example - if a local
business can build something so big, maybe foreigners will see that Mozambique is stable and will want to
come here." Suleman started out as a dealer in capulanas, the brightly patterned lengths of cloth Mozambican
women wrap around their waists as skirts. He later moved from northern Mozambique to the capital, and went
on to sell electronics before expanding into real estate. Luis Nhachote, an anti-corruption campaigner, says he
believes Suleman has laundered money. Nhachote won the country's top journalism award in 2008 for an
investigation into drug trafficking allegations against others from Suleman's community of Mozambicans of
south Asian origin. At the time, Nhachote said he found no evidence against Suleman. He has renewed his
investigations since the U.S. announcement but says all he has been able to establish so far is that it is
difficult to figure out how Suleman, who is in his 50s, was able to build a fortune. He does not expect Suleman
ever to be brought to trial in Mozambique, because hearings might expose high level collaborators in
government and politics. Joseph Hanlon, a development specialist at Britain's Open University who has made
Mozambique a specialty, said Suleman's prominence and ties to FRELIMO explain why the Americans singled
him out. Hanlon wonders why it took Washington so long to make the allegations. Bradford said Washington is
waiting for Mozambican authorities to show they are serious about investigating Suleman for drug trafficking
and money laundering. Mozambicans authorities said last year they were investigating Suleman, but months
have gone by with no developments announced. Mozambican police refused to discuss it. Meanwhile, the
good life continues at Suleman's mall. Diners can enjoy a view of Maputo's port through huge windows over
sushi and $40 bottles of South African sparkling wine. A patio outside the cinema is named Guebuza Square,
after the president. (See full text of 2011 International Narcotics Control Strateqy Report) (AP)

FOURTEEN) - 13 MALI, 3 U.S. SOLDIERS INJURED IN WAR GAMES

Seize militaires, dont treize Maliens et trois Américains, ont été blessés jeudi lors d'un accident au cours de
manoeuvres militaires dans la région de Gao (nord du Mali), a appris I'AFP de sources militaires depuis
Bamako. "Parmi les seize, il y a trois blessés graves: un Américain et deux Maliens. Un avion spécial est venu
de Ouagadougou pour évacuer le militaire américain" grievement blessé, a précisé un militaire présent dans la
région et dont les informations ont été confirmées par une seconde source militaire. Selon ces sources, un
instructeur américain a "mal tiré" une arme lourde. Les projectiles sont tombés sur des rochers, provoquant
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une explosion. L'accident est survenu a lI'avant-dernier jour de ces manoeuvres, qui s'achévent vendredi, et
"entrant dans le cadre de formation des troupes maliennes aux techniques de lutte contre le terrorisme, a
indiqué une des sources. Aucune précision supplémentaire n'était disponible dans lI'immédiat. De sources
maliennes, c'est la premiére fois qu'il y a un accident pareil, faisant des blessés, lors de manoeuvres militaires
américano-maliennes. Depuis plusieurs années, des forces spéciales américaines forment des troupes
maliennes dans la lutte contre I'insécurité et le terrorisme dans le nord malien, situé dans la bande sahélo-
saharienne devenue théatre de violences d'origines diverses liees notamment a Al-Qaida au Maghreb
islamique (Agmi) et a des rébellions touareg. Agmi a procédé ces derniéres années a plusieurs rapts, des
Européens en grande majorité, dont elle a exécuté certains. C'est le cas du Britannique Edwin Dyer, tué en
juin 2009, et du Francais Michel Germaneau, assassiné en juillet 2010. L'organisation retient encore en
otages quatre Francais enlevés en septembre 2010 au Niger. La région sahélo-saharienne, qui s'étend sur
plusieurs pays, est traversée par des bandes de trafiquants de drogue ayant fait de I'Afrique de I'Ouest un
point de transit important dans le commerce de stupéfiants d'’Ameérigue latine vers I'Europe. En novembre
2009, un Boeing 727 venant du Venezuela et transportant de "la cocaine et d'autres produits illicites”, selon
I'Office des Nations unies contre la drogue et le crime (ONUDC), avait atterri dans la région de Gao. L'appareil
avait déchargé son contenu puis avait été incendié par ses utilisateurs, selon des recoupements de I'AFP.
(AFP)

FIFTEEN) — ITALY OFFERS TUNISIA € 80 MILLION TO FIGHT IMMIGRATION

Le gouvernement italien a accordé a la Tunisie un financement de 80 millions d'euros pour lutter contre
l'immigration clandestine, a annoncé vendredi a Tunis le chef de la diplomatie italienne Franco Frattini. La
somme est destinée a acquérir des équipements nécessaires pour stopper I'afflux de migrants et fournir une
formation aux gardes-cétes, a précisé a la presse M. Frattini. "Nous sommes préts a aider les migrants
tunisiens a un retour volontaire a leur pays", a ajouté le ministre italien soulignant la nécessité de "mettre fin
au trafic du transfert humain". Depuis la chute du président tunisien Zine El Abidine Ben Ali, quelque 15.700
migrants tunisiens sont arrivés en Italie, en débarquant essentiellement sur la petite fle de Lampedusa, au sud
de la Sicile, a indiqué lors de la conférence de presse le ministre italien de I'Intérieur, Roberto Maroni,
également en visite en Tunisie. L'le abrite actuellement dans des conditions plus que précaires quelque 6.000
immigrés, dont 2.200 dans un centre d'accueil pour clandestins prévu pour accueillir 850 personnes. Les deux
ministres italiens ont effectué vendredi une visite officielle en Tunisie d'un jour pour rencontrer les
représentants du gouvernement de transition. lls ont eu des entretiens avec le Premier ministre Béji Caid
Essebsi, les ministres des Affaires étrangéres Mouldi Keffi, des Affaires sociales Mohamed Ennaceur et de
I'Intérieur Farhat Rajhi. (AFP)

SIXTEEN) - NATO HELPS IMMIGRANTS' SHIP OFF-ITALIAN COAST

Un navire militaire de I'Otan participant a I'embargo naval imposé par 'ONU a la Libye a secouru vendredi une
embarcation surchargée en Méditerranée qui avait lancé un appel a l'aide, a déclaré un porte-parole de
I'alliance militaire en Italie. "Un navire de I'Otan a recu un SOS et a répondu a cette embarcation dont le
moteur était en panne et qui était surchargée", a déclaré David Taylor depuis le quartier général de I'Otan
situé a Naples, dans le sud de I'ltalie. L'officier a ajouté, sans autres détails, que I'embarcation en panne avait
demandé l'assistance du navire de I'Otan. Selon I'agence Ansa, un navire parti jeudi de Libye avec 330
Erythréens a bord est porté disparu tandis qu'un navire de guerre canadien suit la situation d'une autre
embarcation qui aurait quitté la Libye dans la nuit de jeudi & vendredi. Depuis la mi-février, plus de 15.000
immigrés sont arrivés en ltalie et le pays a placé ses capitaineries de port en alerte maximale vendredi.
Quelque 336.658 personnes ont quitté la Libye jusqu'a présent pour fuire les combats et 200 & 250.000 autres
pourraient également quitter ce pays, selon I'ONU. (AFP)

SEVENTEEN) - SOUTH SUDAN SAYS NORTH BOMBS ITS TERRITORY

South Sudan's army (SPLA) accused the north of bombing its territory, violating a 2005 peace deal ahead of
the oil-producing region's impending independence. Sudan's north-south conflict raged for all but a few years
since 1955 claiming 2 million lives in Africa's longest running civil war. The south voted this year to secede
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and will become the world's newest nation on July 9. SPLA spokesman Philip Aguer said the north dropped
bombs on March 21 between a village and an SPLA base causing no casualties in Raja County in Western
Bahr al-Ghazal, which borders the north's war-torn Darfur region. Sudan's northern army and U.N.
peacekeepers were not immediately able to comment on the report. Last year the north bombed the south
while chasing Darfur rebels they said were being supported by the semi-autonomous southern government.
The south accused the north of arming rebels in its territory with clashes killing hundreds of people this year
alone. While both sides cannot afford a return to all-out war, arming proxy militias was a tactic used during the
conflict, fought over religion, ethnicity, oil and ideology. (Reuters)

EIGHTEEN) — EGYPT CABINET PLANS NEW RULES TO PUNISH STRIKES

Egypt's military-backed government approved a draft law on Wednesday to punish some protests and strikes
with prison sentences and fines, the cabinet office said. "The government is working on a new policy to deal
with employment and wages and in this context the cabinet has approved a draft law that would penalise
some cases of protest and strikes," the cabinet said in a statement. It said the government had also agreed a
draft amendment to a law that would open the way for new parties to be formed. (Reuters)

NINETEEN) - CONSERVATIONISTS SOUND ALARM OVERWORLD'S MOST BEAUTIFUL ANIMAL:
AFRICA'S RHINO

Africa's rhinos face their worst poaching crisis in decades with organized crime syndicates killing more than
800 in the past three years alone, a global network of conservationists said Friday. The two horns on each of
the plant-eating, poor-sighted African rhinoceros sell like gold on the black market. Each pound can fetch tens
of thousands of dollars in southeast Asia where the horns are thought to have medicinal value. The Swiss-
based International Union for Conservation of Nature said poaching of the two different species of African
rhinos is on the rise in South Africa, Zimbabwe and Kenya, due to well-equipped and sophisticated crime
gangs. South Africa alone lost 333 rhinos last year and so far this year has lost more than 70, according to
IUCN, the world's oldest and largest environmental network. It said most rhino horns leaving Africa are ground
into medicine for Asian markets, and Viethamese are repeatedly implicated in South Africa's poaching trade.
Richard Emslie, a scientific officer with IUCN, said the remaining 24,990 rhinos on the African continent might
start to decline again in numbers "unless the rapid escalation in poaching in recent years can be halted." At
last count there were 4,840 black rhinos and 20,150 white rhinos, an improvement from 2007 when there were
4,240 black rhinos and 17,500 white rhinos. "Although good biological management and anti-poaching efforts
have led to modest population gains for both species of African rhino, we are still very concerned about the
increasing involvement of organized criminal poaching networks," Emslie said. The U.N.'s Convention on
International Trade in Endangered Species banned the commercial trade in rhino horn in 1993. BLOODY
CHINESE MEDICINE But the horns are a key ingredient in Chinese traditional medicine, prized as a cure for
everything from colds to impotence. They are made largely of the protein keratin, the same substance as
human hair and nails. Poachers are using helicopters, night-vision goggles and high-powered rifles to hunt
and kill rhinos - equipment even African wildlife officials can't afford. (See full details) (AP)
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